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EN ub nobiliſſime Juvenis; novam Thome Gray Elegels 
ere ppacn Græcam. Utinam profectò ipſius Poematis miram iſtam 
d pedeſay ſapuiſſet hec magis; ſed hic in re me (et fortaſſe non ſine: 
aliis) ſudaviſſe multhm, fruſtrãque laborkfſe fateor. Hanc autem te 

compellandi occaſionem potiſſimùm arripui, tum quòd eximium. 
meum in te ſtudium amoremque teſtarer, tum qudd Græcas literas 
obnixids tibi commendarem. Ex hoc enim fonte quicquid in Poeft: 
dulce, quicquid in hiſtori grave, quicquid in eloquentia facun- 

dum ad nos uſque profluxiſſe conſtat. Hec ſunt exemplaria, quæ 

cunctos vere doarinz ſtudioſos decet 

© Nocturna verſare manu, verſare diurnk. — | I» 

Mihi :oitdr liceat currenti adderecalcat; præſertim cum Academicos: 
iſtos jam ingreſſus fis lucos, quibus (ipſo Loci Genio adhortante) non 
aliusad humanioresliteras excolendas contingat felicior locus. Nil opus 
eſt hic recenſere aut genus aut proavos, longo licèt: ordine, geſtiſ- 
que egregiis memorabiles; tibi enim ſatius fuerit tuis, quam alio- 
rum virtutibus, clareſcere. Macte igitür, Juvenis nobiliſſime, 
præſtanti hac indole; perge, quo copiſti, pede ; he tibi erunt 
laudes. Mihi vero optatiſſimum eſt (quid enim tibi majus meliuſ-- 
ve voveam?) Te in hoc ætatis lubrico, nullis fortunæ vel ſeculi 
illecebris irretitum fore, ſed in eodem virtutis curſu tantà conſtan- 
tia proceſſurum, ut amicis omnibus decori ſis ſemper et deliciis, 


e . 33 — 


Patriæque ornamento ſimul et præſidio. Vale et munuſculum hoc- 
qualecunque benigno animo accipias oro. 
Kal. Nov. MDCCXCIY.. 
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oo TRE Curtor tolls the knell of parting dayz 
: The lowing herd wind ſlowly o'er the 
an homeward 7 
And leaves the world to darknefs and to me. 
Now fades the glimmering landſcape on the ſight, | 5 
Alnad all the air a ſolemn ſtillneſs holds; | 


| Save, where the | re , 
tinklings lull the diſtant fold; 
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wheels his droning ing flight, 9 


ve, that from yonder ivy-mantled tow'r, as | Kh 
e moping owl does to the moon complain 5 
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Of ſuch as, wandering near her ſecret bow'r, _ 


"Moleſt her ancient ſolitary reign. | 
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n neath thoſe rugged elms, that yew-tree's ſhade, 


Where heaves the turf in many a mouldering hedp, 1 


\ FPach in his narrow cell for ever laid, 


The rude fore-fathers of the hamlet ſleep. RE 
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"The breezy call of incenſe-breathing morn, : , 
The ſwallow twittering from the ſtrawbui t ed, 
| The cock's ſhrill clarion, or the ec oing horn, D 4 
No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly bed. L 
„„ For them no more the blazing hearth n; 
5 Or buſy houſewife ply her evening care; - 
: > their fire's return, — 
Or climb his knees, the envied kiſs to ſhare. 
Oft did the harveſt to their fickle yieldy :. l 
Their furrow oft the ſtubborn glebe has broke "_ 
| How jocund did they drive their team a-field! 25 
How bow d the woods beneath their ſturdy ſtrokel 
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Let not ambition mock their uſeful toll, N 
Their homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure; _ : N 
| or grandeur hear, with a diſdainful ſmile, OT” 
The ſhort and ſimple annals of the poor. 
The boaſt of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r; 
And all that beauty, all that wealth, e'er gave; 
Await alike the inevitable hour: . 8 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave. : 
| . 10. 
Nor you, ye proud, impute to theſe the fault. 
If mem'ry o'er their tomb no trophies raiſe, 
. Where thro' the long- drawn aiſle and fretted vault, 
The pealing anthem ſwells the note of praiſe: 
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Can ſtoried urn, or animated buſt, 
Back to its manſion call the fleeting breath? 
Can honor's voice provoke the ſilent duſt, 


Or flattery ſooth the dull cold ear of death? 
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Perhaps, in this neg ſpot, is laid NN 
Some heart once pregnant with celeftial fire; gas, of 
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Or wak'd to the living lyre. 


to their eyes her ample page, 


Chill penury repreſs'd their noble rage, | 
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Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, _ | 


And waſte its ſweetneſs on the deſert air.. 
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The little tyrant of his fields with! 
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The threats of pain and ruin to deſpiſ q 
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Poorbade to wade through ſlaughter to a throne, 
| And ſhut the gates of mercy on mankind ; . - ä 
18. | : => 
| | The ſtruggling pangs of conſcious truth to hide, win 
I uo quench the bluſhes of ingenuous 
Or heap the ſhrine of luxury and pride | 
5 With incenſe kindled at the Mule's ? 
| =» | - a 1 
ar from the madding crowd's ignoble ſtrife, LE 
- Their ſober wiſhes never learned to ſtray : 
F Along the cool ſequeſtered vale of life, 
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They kept the noiſeleſs tenor of their wax. 
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T Yet even theſe bones from inſult to protect, — 
Some frail memorial ſtill erected „ Wn; 
. With uncouth rhymes and ſhapeleſs { pture deckt, „„ 


Implores the p ing tribute of a ſigh. . 
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8 | "Their name, their years, ſpelt by the unletter'd Muſe 5 | 
The place of fame and elegy ſupply ; ws | . 
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And many a holy text around ſhe ſtrews n 
That teach the ruſtic moraliſt to die. 5 
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; For who, to dumb forgetfulneſs a prey, Rn | 
{ | This pleaſing anxious being e'er reſigned, „ : | 


| Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, « 5 


Nor caſt one longing lingering look behind? 55 
: On ſome fond breaſt the parting ſoul relies ” | | 
Some pious drops the cloſing eye requires: | 
Even from the tomb the voice of nature cries ; | 
Even in our aſhes hve their wonted fires. Os. 
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